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To  the  Chairman  and  Me  Tiers  , 

Horncastle  Rural  District  Ctuncil. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs,  HcFeeters  and  - -embers, 

I ht  ve  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  1956. 

Notable  progress  has  continued  in  the  provision  of  vater  supplies  and 
although  not  the  concern  of  this  Council,  of  electricity  in  the  Rural  District. 
Seen  together , these  represent  a further  potential  safeguard  to  health  for 
the  diseases  end  unclcanliness  arc  always  amongst  us  end  waiting  only  for 
some  slackness  of  personal  c ere  to  strike  their  victims,  usually  sporadically 
but,  .as  we  saw  in  1956  when  dysentery  so  much  disrupted  school  life  in 
Coningsby,  there  remains  risk  of  major  epidemic.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report,  on  advuncin, , wave  of  asian  influenza  was  threatening  this 
Country.  This  disease  could  cause  i great  deal  of  trouble  by  causing  a 
very  big  demand  for  Medicr .1  end  auxiliary  services  or  by  dislocating 
public  utilities. 

National  campaign  against  lun.;  crnccr  was  begun  but  the  disease  is 
not  c serious  cause  of  death  in  the  Rural  District,  There  seems  a clear 
case  th-.t  smoking  acts  as  a definite  cause  of  the  disease,  and  any  attack 
on  this  disease  is  likely  to  -uceed  only  if  it  starts  on  the  pre-smoking 
population.  There  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  responsible  members  of  the 
community  - doctors,  ministers,  teachers,  etc, , giving  a lead  by  refraining 
from  smoking  in  public  places. 

Ch..nging  distribution  figures  for  different  specific  immunizing 
proceedures  reflects  improved  technique  in  prep: ring  vaccines  and  it  is 
likely  that  a gradual  start  will  take  place  in  195$  in  protecting  children 
from  lockjaw.  This  will  involve  no  extra  injections  and  so  should  not 
evoke  opposition  on  those  grounds. 

The  main  part  of  the  report  which  icllows,  is  self  explanatory 
and  in  several  places  figures  are  given  for  earlier  ye:irs  to  give  a 
basis  of  comparison, 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


114,629  acres 


ST:  TISTICS 

:re;  of  rural  district : 

REGISTRY  GSKURAL’  S ESTIMATE  OF 

MID-YEAR  RESIDENT  POPTLATM;  12,550  persons 

DENSITY  OF  FOFUIATION:  0,1 0?  persons  per  acre 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES: 


FIRM  ;.NENT 

3930 

TEMPORARY 

26 

CARAVANS  ETC. 

*27 

RATE! BIS  VALUE  OF  EURIL  DISTRICT  at  31/3/57  474,867. 

SUM  REFRISEMTED  BY  FERNY  RATE  at  31/3/57  4302.  s6.  91. 


VTT.U,  ST  /.TISTICS 

Live  'births 

1251 

i25£ 

Legitimate  Male 

84 

103 

Female 

jn 

_82 

Total 

181 

185 

Illegitimate  Mole 

2 

3 

Female 

Jfc 

Total 

A; 

_8 

Total  live  ’births 

187 

193 

Cru.de  live  birth  rote  per  1000 
estimated  population 

14.75 

15.7 

Standardized  live  birth  rate 
p>er  1000  estimated  population 

16.7 

17.4 

Live  Birth  rate,  England  and 
Wales  per  1000  estimated 
population 

15.0 

15,7 
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Still -births 

Legitimate 

Male 

Female 

1255 

3 

Jt 

1256 

4 

J5 

Total 

7 

10 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

0 °| 

2 
J l 

Total 

_7 

12 

Still-birth  rate  per  1000 
live  births  1949  - 1954  mean 

• 

CO 

H 

7 

Still-birth  rate  per  1000 
live  births,  1956  only 

62.6 

Still-birth  rate,  England  and 
Wales,  per  1000  live  and  still- 
births 1956 

23.1 

23.0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year  of 

age 

3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of 

age 

2 

DEATHS 

Males 

1955 

67 

1956 

-~S3 

Females 

59 

52 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000 
estimated  population 

9.92 

9.16 

Standardized  death  rate  per 

1000  estimated  population  9*14 

9.16 

Death  rate  England  and 
Wales  per  1000  estimated 
population 

11.7 

11.7 

Distribution  of  Deaths  in  age  Groups 


(included  above)  I 


1 Age 
! at 
j Death 

0-1 

1-4. 

5-9 

10-14*1 

1 

15-24 

25-34 

35-a 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  & 
ove,r 

No  of 
Deaths 

3 

0 

0 

. 0 

0 

0 

2 

8 

10 

26 

- 

64 

Total 

Deaths 

2. 66 

0 

■r 

0 

0 

1 0 

0 

1.77 

70.8 

i 

8.74123.07 

I 

56.63 
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INFECTIOUS  HCS2  3E3 


Disease 

Not  if  ic  ..tions 

Deaths 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

205 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

0 

Pneumonia 

10 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

Measles 

56 

0 

’-'hooping  Cough 

41 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

0 

Salmonellosis 

1 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

0 

,'J.l  others 

0 

0 

These  filler  os  arc  noteworthy  in  the  dramatic  outbreak  of 
sonne  dysentery  which  occurred  early  in  the  year  in  the  Coningsby 
area  and  did  not  spread  very  widely  in  epidemic  form, 

A few  weeks  later,  dysentery  was  imported  into  Hornets  tie  from 
Scunthorpe  when  infected  children  in  the  Children' s Homes  developed 
the  disease  at  school  and  caused  a considerable  crop  of  secondary 
coses  amongst  other  children. 


Measures  of  control  of  infectious  diseases 

The  following  figures  are  given  by  the  County  Medical  Officer:  *- 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation 


Under  Boosting 


5 years  

5-14  years 

Doses 

1956 

7 

w 

122 

1955 

35 

8 

73 

1954 

132 

12 

153 

1953 

132 

5 

104- 
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V.hooping  Cough  Under 


Immunizations 

One 

One 

Two 

Three  Pour 

Total 

(under  5 years) 

1954-  52 

53 

19 

12  5 

121 

1955  0 

2 

2 

0 1 

5 

1956  1 

1 

0 

2 1 

5 

Combined 

Diphtheria  and 

.hooping  Cough 

I mmunizat ions 

Under 

(Under  5 years) 

One 

One 

Two 

r 

Ihree  Pour 

Total 

1954-  6 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1955  70 

25 

6 

3 1 

105 

1956  72 

31 

4 

1 0 

108 

Under 

15  & 

One 

1-4  5 ■ 

14  over  Total 

Vaccinations 

1956  59 

9 

1 

6 

75 

1955  52 

4 

0 

1 

57 

1954-  79 

12 

1 

8 100 

Re-Vaccinations 

1956  0 

2 

11 

7 

20 

1955  0 

0 

1 

8 

9 

1954  0 

3 

5 

7 

15 

No  figures 

arc  available  for 

the 

number 

of  children 

. who 

received  poliomyelitis  vaccine  during  1956,  .end  since  supply  was 
the  limiting  £ actor  figures  would  not  ho  helpful. 

National  Health  G or vice  -ct,  194j6 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  hospital  services  in  and  around 
the  district.  There  remains  a desperate  need  for  Hospital 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives  and  gross  cases  have  been 
on  waiting  lists  for  decades. 


Mental  Treatment  cases  are  more  encouraging  for,  whilst 
many  beds  arc  occupied  by  cases  of  senility  in  which  improvement  is 
not  to  be  expected,  there  is  a noticable  turnover  amongst  the 
younger  patients  and  one  is  aware  of  numerous  people  in  the 
district  who,  after  inpatient  or  outpatient  treatment  by  the 
psychiatric  specialist  have  fully  recovered  their  health  and 
abilities. 
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National  Assistance 


Act^i9AL 


anended 


One  case  was  taken  t > court  and  an  order  Made:  In  this 
co.sc  on  elderly  widower  enfeebled  in  mind  and  body  to  the  extent 
of  Toeing  unable  to  tell  the  tine  or  care  for  himself  in  any  way, 
lived  alone  in  an  isolated  cottage  which  itself  was  fit  only  for 
demolition.  He  improved  considerably  in  a hospital  and  although 
the  order  was  renewed  for  two  three -monthly  periods,  he  subsequently 
remained  in  hospital  of  his  own  free  will. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  CV  THE  DISTRICT 


Systematic  replacement  of 


hutted  and  other  unfit  housing 
was  continued,  with  a tendency  for  aggregation  of  population 
in  the  two  larger  villages  of  Coning sly  and  Tat tor shall,  and 
I'ragby. 


A further  increased  number  of  houses  have  been  the  subject 
of  improvement  grants,  serving  to  prolong  their  useful  life  and 
decrease  demand  for  complete  re-housing,  whilst  some  idea  of  the 
deterioration  of  housing  prevented  by  the  supervision  and  action 
of  the  Inspector,  is  shown. 

Water  Supply:  Major  development  of  the  supply  scheme  took  place  in 
195^  and  although  water  did  not  begin  to  flow  to  consumers  until 
1957,  a vast  work  was  taking  shape  as  section  aft^r  section  was 
laid,  tested,  cleansed  and  charged. 

It  now  appears  that  this  work  will  inevitably  become  part  of 
a Joint  Water  Board’ s property,  and  the  whole  area  is  therefore 
likely  to  become  dependent  upon  one  central  source.  One  can 
appreciate  that  deep  bores  a.re  less  susceptable  of  contamination 
than  shallow  or  surface  sources , but  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  three  districts,  I should  feel  unhappy  to  see  the  smaller  sources 
neglected,  for  both  economic  an!  Civil  Defence  reasons. 

Refuse  Collection:  A new  vehicle  of  up  to  date  design  has  been 
put  'in  service  in  the  Coningsby  district,  and  appears  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Refuse  disposal  by  tipping,  without  incineration  is  the 
only  practical  method  and  where  this  method  is  used  it  is  alway 
desirable  that  as  much  refuse  as  is  burnable  by  the  householder  should 
be  burnt. 

Sewage  Disposal:  Yrragby  Works  and  sewers  appeared  not  .entirely  to 
have  overcome  their  teething  troubles  and  bad  effluent,  with  scouring 
of  the  works  was  tracked  down  to  an  influx  of  water  other  than  normal 
sewage  during  rain  storms.  This  has  not  yet  been  remedied,  since  it 
has  not  so  far  been  possible  to  locate  the  inflow  nearer  than 
Horncastle  Road, 


Lack  of  adequate  maintenance  was  noticed  at  the  Coningsby 
works  and  increased  labour  was  eventually  necessary  and  will 
remain  necessary  with  the  increased  sewerage  cofcmitments. 
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The  construction  of  the  West  Ashby  dispose!  plant  has  been 
approved  and  by  August  1957  had  reached  tendering  stage.  Next 
among  the  villages  for  sewering  will  be . Mare  horn  le  Pen. 


Pood  Hygiene;  During  195°  114  inspections  were  recorded  in  the 
course  of  which  only  6 contraventions  were  noted,  and  all  were 
subsequently  remedied  without  resort  to  formal  notice. 

A meeting  of  food  handlers  was  arranged  by  Ilorncastle  Chamber 
of  Trade  at  which  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  able  to 
explain  the  requirements,  and  hear  the  problems  of  the  trades- 
people. 

It  will  be  realized  that  the  work  of  the  inspection  of 
food-premises  was,  and  is,  grossly  hampered  by  the  time  required 
for  meat  inspection.  8 private  SI  a ughter-houses  are  operating 
and  a total  of  4,730  carcases  examined,  nranly  in  5 premises 
at  Tetford,  Mareham  le  Pen,  Coningsby,  Tattershall  and  Wragby. 

The  mileage  involved  is  very  considerable  and  one  cannot 
but  favour  moderate  concentration  to  reduce  journeys. 
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FJTORT  OF  XT. K DON!  BY  P'MTMY  INLPLCTOPv. 

FOB  TBI . Y .:H,  1956  . . _ _ 


TOTAT  NIPPER  OF  HOUSES  ERLCTLD  DUPING  THE  YEAR  66 
fi)  By  Local  ‘uthority  29 
fii)  By  other  local  Authorities  0 
(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  37 


INSPECTION  OF  D'  PLLjJJG  HOUSE-'  DURING  TEE)  YYI: 

(l)(a)  Tot o.l  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  lets. ) 235 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  310 


REMEDY  OX  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YP*R  TTHOUT  BYT  VICE 
OF  FORK  L NOTICE'. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  84 


ACTION  TiNDEl  STATUTORY  FOYERS  DURING  TIE'  YEAR 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Bee.  9 A.  10  of  the  Housing  ct,  1936:  - 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  hou  cs  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  5 

(f)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 
fa)  by  owners  0 

(b)  by  loc.l  authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b) Frocec dings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  "which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  1+ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

fa)  by  owners  0 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  A 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sec.  11  & 13  of  the  Housing  set,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich 

demolition  orders  were  made  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to  undertakings 

or  closing  orders  8 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936  - PART  IV  - OVERCROWDING 

(a  )d)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 


the  year  0 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0 

(b)(l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  N/K 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  N/K 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  N/K 
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H.  'TJ.HIKC:-  .-XT,  1949 

(a)  Funber  of  applications  for  grants  received  86 

(b^  Number  of  grants  made  62 

(c)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  ma.de  by  local 

Authority  0 

movtabl;:  d IXIINGS,  PINTS,  VANS  etc. 

Number  of  bite  Licences  0 

Number  of  individual  licences  27 

Total  number  of  c ar.  vans  permitted  under  licences  27 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  -•  sites  0 

dwellings  27 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  2 


NO-  D INLiL  STS 


BAKEHOUSES 

Number  in  district  13 
Number  of  Inspections  13 
Number  of  contraventions  2 
Defects  remedied  2 


Mine  SUPPLIES 

Number  of  distributors  on  register  --  Sterilised  2 

Pasteurised  2 
T.T.  2 
N/D 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  - 
Number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises  3 
Contraventions  remedied  - 


ICS  CREAl/i 
Number 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 


of  manufacturers  on  register 
of  promises  licenced  for  sale  of  icc  cream 
of  inspections  of  premises  made 
of  contraventions  found 
of  somnles  token 


2 

40 

42 


FEAT  PRODUCT'S 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of 


mco.t  products  19 
Number  of  inspections  mo.de  19 
Number  of  contraventions  found  1 
Contraventions  remedied  1 
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OIEQiE  ?OCD  ES::  ' r 

Number  of  inspections  47 

lumber  of  contraventions  found  3 

Number  of  contr..  ventions  remedied  3 

SLATGE  adiONSNS 

Number  licenced  - Abattoir  type  0 

Private  (individual)  8 


Number  operated  by  loc  .1  authority  0 


UNSOUND  TOOD 

C/.  'C  rsn  'N8F5GTSD  'ID  CONDEMNED 


i 

ca  i;t. 

.e 

i 

sheep 

1 excluding  1 

cows  1 

calves 

and 

1 

t 

G OWS 

l.mibs 

Pi 

yet 

'1955  1956 

1955  ;1956 

1955  11956 

1155  1956  ; 

1955  ,1956! 

j 

iNumber  killed  ! 

693 

876 

101 

66 

22  j 

65 

2284  12613  j 

2513 

l 

1910  j 

iNemibor^  inspected  j 

•.ill  diseases  except  ~ ' 

693 

876 

101 

66 

22  ! 

65 

2284  ! 

2613  , 

2513 

1910 

. — p 

I 

Tuberculosis  - whole 

3 

2 

- 

~ 1 

16 

- 

1 

5 

carcases  condemned 

- ^ , 4 

. ■ — 1 

r 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  j 
part  or  organ  was 

36 

42 

12 

' 

I 

9 

1 

1 

j 

38 ; 

47 

74 

24 

condemned 

1 

1 

t 

Noage  of  the  number  i 

’•  inspo  c t e d affected 
with  disease  other  than 

5.6 

5 

11.8 

13.5 

_ 

1.5 

2.4 

1.8 

3.0 

1.5 

tuberculosis 

L. 

J 

u . 

Tuberculosis  only 

— r 

1 

«_ , , . 

.'  hole  carcases  condemned 

2 

- 

- 

- 

L " . 

L 

2 

1 

i 

j 

Carcases  0.1  which  some 

r 

pert  or  organ  was 
condemned 

38 

27 

24 

18 

— 

| 

- 

1 - 

126 

127 

5'uagc  of  tlie  number 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

! 

r***3* 

i 

1 inspect  e d inf  acted 

5.5 

3.3 

23.7 

27 

1 — 

i — 

i _ 

1 "* 

; 5.0 

5.6 

with  tuberculosis 

i 

j 

i 

1 

1 

l T 

j 

Method  of  disposal:-  st; 

.ined 

and  c 

collected  for  commerci 

„il  uses. 

i OTHER  HOODS  COKE  M 

No  foods,  other  than  meat  mentioned  above  were  condemned  during  the 
year. 
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mAE'-v/xr;  and  aPTrvjGP 

Closets 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets,  pail  closets 

or  privy  vaults  in  district  N/K 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  pail 

closets  or  privy  vaults  62 

Cesspools^  and  G optic  tonics 

Number  of  cesspooTs  ’And  "septic  tanks  emptied,  etc.  250 
Number  abolished  15 


Bewerage  and  Sewage  disposal 
Eatails  of  areas  or  village’s 
of  new  sewers  or  existing  sewerage  arran  ernents  improved.  - Nil 


^.ocixls  of  areas  or  villages  where  provision  has  boen  made 


Details  of  areas  or  villages  where  provision  has  been 

made  of  new  sewage  disposal  facilities  or  ex  -LvJ  ting 

arr angeme nt s improved  - Nil 

Any  pert  of’  the  district  urgently  requiring  public  sowers 
and/or  treatment  works  for  public  Eo.  .1th  reasons  (state 
briefly  reasons) 

Naroham  le  fen.  Old  combined  sewer  ditches  causing 
nuisances  during  dry  periods. 

iffll  SUPPLIES 
Domestic 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains  --  in  house  l%-\ 

- stccndpipe  Bo 

” H ,f  11  private  sources  - in  house  N/K 

- standpipe  N/K 

New  sources  of  supply  and  location  - Public  0 

Private  0 

Number  of  public  supplies  closed  as  polluted  0 

M " " 11  for  other  reasons  0 

Nny  part  of  the  district  requiring  a public  supply 
or  the  replacement  of  a public  supply  fur  public  health 
reasons  - Eastern  area  scheme  will  be  finished  in  1953. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  0 

11  " 11  11  bacteriological  exemination  - 14  cB.ssI 

4 classIV 


GENERAL 

Offensive  Tze.do s_  Nil 

Knackers  Yards 
NuinBer  licenced 
Number  of  inspections 
Contraventions  remedied 

Chops  Act , 1950 

Number  of  shops  inspected 

Centre .ven  L i ons  r erne died 


2 

4 

2 


39 

0 


Disinfection  c.nd  Disinfestation 

Rooms  or  premises  disiiTfccted 

(:\)  infectious  diseases  other  than  T.B.  0 

(b)  Tuberculosis  2 

Number  of  premises  subject  to  disinfestation  . 0 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

’ IRmtTer  of  premises  from  vhich  refuse  is  collected  all 

Frequency  of  collection  Quarterly 

Fortnightly  in  Coningsby,  Tattcrshe.il  cl  Fragby 
Method  disposal  Controlled  Tipping 

Is  this  satisfactory  Yes 

Is  collection  by  Local  .luthority  or  Contract  L,A» 


Nuisances 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  : ■- 

(1)  abated  <..s  c.  result  of  informal  action  by  Public 

Health  Inspector  166 

(2)  Reported  to  Council  - Statutory  Notice  issued  0 

" . 5t  not  issued  2 


Details  of  nuisances  abated: 

Refuse 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and 
stagnant  va .ter 


After  informal 
Intimation 

54 

33 


Drainage 


69 


if ter  Statutory 
Notice 


Poultry  and  Animals  7 

Dangerous  Premises 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  3 

Rats  _ondjt ice^ Jle ;sjbruc  ■ in on 

Number  "of"  rodent  operatives  employed 

Number  of  premises  treated  (a)  duelling  houses 

(b)  other  premises 

Any  serious  reservoirs  of  rats  in  district 
Atmosphere  pol .lution 


1 

2 42 
95 

0 


Nil 
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F IGTCRTi ' CT^  1937.  and  .1948 


INflaJCiTONf  for  purposes  of  or  visions  as  to  he-  1th  (including 

ins sections  made  b r Public  Health  Inspector 


Premises 

tn * — ■ — 

Factories  in  which  fees. 

1 - 4 & 6 are  to  be  erf orcod 
by  Loc. : 1 . uthority 

Number 

on 

Register 

12 

TinspectTons' ' 

_ _12 

rr.be  r of 
Witten 
Notices 

Occupiers'  *" 
Prosecuted 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  fee.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local 

1 uthority 

J>5_ 

tear 

Other  ..remises  in  v hich  hoc. 
7.  is  enforced  by  Local 
/utjiority ^ 

7. 

2 

,,.2.  . ,.T 

mom  I, 

. _ 79_ 

79 

- 

- 

c/iCiiis  in  kick  nithcif;  • ini  found 


Nil 
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